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Interview
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The endless pursuit of

knowledge to get to the top
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Nao Ito has been in Japan's edu-  communication skill can be a won-
cation ifdustry for over two de- derful learning experience, says o,
des

cades, working for Eisu, an en- inense study involved in
trance cxams prepratery schooljuken Englshpariulrly n gra-
with its headquarters i her | marand vocstulary, il ey
prefecture of Mi

Iy being rated the most popular the more tudy university
Englh cacort e sl o s el Eagih, 0 mors you
perating officer. She  realize there are unscaled moun-
apions cxponentofthe En.ins youcon S A h view
lish tsught i Japan'sjuken entrance from the top can be breathtaking,
leaming opportu-  says to.
nity to nurtur the individual. Tto cxplains that juken English is
“English s front and center in the an academic genre all on its own,
Juken system, with top universites  what she calls “meta-English.”
deraning igh vl of Egflh “The it of vy a-
- And T believe juken English _trance exams are no joke. Reading
cqu s you with the kind of meth- ~comprehension sections  require
odology and capability that extends basic knowledge of current
toallareas ofstudy.”
In other words, if you crack ~and social issues. Top-level insttu-
Jjuken English, you're well on the tions like Kyoto University o the
way to cracking cverything elsc. University of Tokyo are looking
Unfortunately, though, juken Eng- for students with a well-balanced
lish doesn’t have a good reputa-  knowledge of the world, 50 you
ton, Genersionsofsudnts hve ¢ o sockple suchknowlcdg
suffered through it only o find they and study Eng]
still have trouble ordering a hot  ing one will fortfy the iy says
dog when they go abroad. Ito, and make the study expericnce
o admits that this s a problem. ~ more enjoyable and effective.
“For students seeking (0 lisen, lto herself has never stopped
speak and communicate with peo- ~studying. Last year, she completed
ple abroad, the English education @ graduate program in education at
system here is ineffective, partly Mic University and is now training
due (0 the lack of English promun- {0 give a TED talk in English, “Ed-
ciation skills among native Japs- ucation is the greatest weapon,”
nese teachers. This is something ~she says. Clearly, she likes to keep

i needs o beabdressd.” hers sharp and polished.
A short stint abroad (o foster (Kaori Shaji)
exponent B, cquips ~ with - ~ ic % 1 % 5. methodology 555,
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Words to live by

Education unlocks human potential.
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